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delicacy of his physical frame and the unusual de-
velopment of intellectual and spiritual force may
be taken as confirmation of the tlieory that the
older children of a family inherit a larger share
of physical strength, while the younger ones come
into possession of a corresponding share of nerve
and brain power.

Abigail Hussey, mother of the poet, was a de-
scendant of Christopher Hussey, who was in early
life, as we have seen, a leading citizen of Haver-
hill, and a contemporary and friend of Thomas
Whittier. The Husseys came from Boston, Eng-
land, and were people of distinction in both the
English and American branches of the family.
Christopher Hussey, before he came to this coun-
try, married Theodate, daughter of Rev. Stephen
Bachiler. As some of the personal characteristics of
Parson Bachiler were transmitted to recent gener-
ations in several branches of his family, and were
particularly observable in the subject of thin
memoir, a brief sketch of his rather remarkable
career may not be out of place here.

Eev. Stephen Bachiler, born in England in
1561, was educated at Oxford, and in 1587 was
made vicar of a church in Hampshire, where he
remained until 1605, when he was deprived of his
living because of nonconformity. He preached in
England for twenty-five years thereafter, and then,
at the age of seventy-one years, came to America,
He arrived in Boston, June 5, 1632, and at once
proceeded to Lynn, with the little company who
had made the voyage with him. His daughter
Theodate, who had married Christopher Hussey,